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THE FRIEN'DSHIP CLUB

2021 MARKS 70 YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Our Story

By Mrs. Joan Pearson

In the first week of February 1951
Revd. David Davies (pictured left) started the Young Wives
Club at Park Church.

The object of the Club was to bring mothers of children
together in a spirit of Christian Friendship. There would be

a creche provided. The subs would be 6d. a week and no
sewing or knitting would be allowed in the meeting. That
was the 1950's, we have moved on. The Young Wives got
older, the children went to University and it was decided to
change the name to Park Friendship Club.

Since the earliest
days there has been a

Friendship Club Stall at the
Christmas Bazaar!



There have been
oultings too!

Concerlts with the
Friendship Club Singers,
seen here in the
1980 Bazaar Concert



And Many
Celebrations...

The 25th Anniversary Celebrations The 40th Anniversary in 1991 —

in 1976 seated are founder
members Doreen King, Eileen Sharp and
eND Sy
Qny ’p Brenda Hunter,
- . with our Minister Rev. Michael Fackson,
f 2 Elizabeth Tackson (President),

and Yill Brighton (Chairman).
Rev Connie Davies (widow of our Founder,
2 4 RK U v Rev David Davies), is at the back left

The whole Friendship Club celebrates The Friendship Club Singers
the soth Anniversary in 2001 after the 2001 50th Birthday Service



The Anniversary
was marked with a big Celebration Party!

More recently we have even allowed men to join us!

No children now, subs are £12 a term but the friendship and belonging are still there.
The Queen will be celebrating her yoth Platinum Tubilee
next year so I think we can call it our Platinum year too.
Sadly, we can't celebrate at the moment!
We remember gratefully Revd. Davies for starting the Tuesday Club.
We give thanks for the present members and for
those now departed who, through their foresight, formed the club that has lasted so long.
2020 has certainly been a year like no other for us to remember.

THANK YOU, FRIENDSHIP CLUB, FOR YOUR CONTINUED SERVICE

TO THE CHURCH AND TO THE COMMUNITY. =
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Pictures assembled by Mr Simon King (one of the original 'Friendship Club babies'!)
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If you want to find some friendship
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And you’re wondering what to do,
Then come to Park Church Friendship Club Ifyou’d like a nice fresh cup of tea

And we'll take care of you. To stop you feeling tense,

Then come to Park Church Friendship Club

A cuppa’s just 5 pence.
If you'd like a lovely holiday, )

But your money kind of hides,
Then come to Park Church Friendship Club:

If you’d love to be a first-class cook,
We'll transport you there with slides.

But your soufflés up and die,
Then come to Park Church Friendship Club
And you'll learn the reason why.

If you’d like to hear of topics
From the earth up to the skies,
Then come to Park Church Friendship Club _ _
Our Hon. Sec. will make you WISE. If youd like to do some ciiattlng,
But you haven’t many friends,
“ Then come to Park Church Friendship Club
The chatting NEVER ends.
That was 1985
But not too much has changed
Except the tea costs 20 pence

And the members have all aged. We still extend a welcome
To all wishing to belong.
So come to Park Church Friendship Club

And join our merry throng,.
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Friendship is certainly amongst the greatest of gifts

we can share with one another for many reasons.
One of my favourite reasons is expressed in the following sentiment:
'‘Fairweather friends, who have supported each other through thick and thin.'

This reminds me of wisdom from the book of Proverbs 27:9 (NIV)
"Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart,
and the pleasantness of a friend springs from their heartfelt advice"
The unique power of friendship is that it can endure over a great many
years, and can withstand great distances - even time.

Still going STRONG after seventy-years
deserves recognition and admiration in equal measure.
The Rev. David Davies started something that still continues to speak to the
hearts of many today and the foundation of it is the
spirit of Christian friendship and fellowship.
Friends like Jesus (a friend to many) clothe themselves in compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness and LOVE.

I look forward to celebrating many more years of the Friendship Club!

Happy PLATINUM Anniversary!
REV. STEPHEN ANSA-ADDO T
NDsS
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