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Secretary’s Letter

Dear Friends,

| have spoken to many of you and included an arficle about The
National Service of Commemoration that attended in Manchester last
week.

The service was very special and very moving. It was a privilege to be
there for people. | met and spoke to lots of people that day but ever
where was a great sense of togetherness and support for each other.

Manchester Together has been a
campaign over the last year supporting
victims, family and friends of victims and alll
affected by the fragedy last year. That
of caring for each other and
“togetherness” was tangible while | was in
Manchester. It was a wonderful experience.

those
sense

| believe we too at Park share that sense of togetherness, obviously
what we are going through at the moment is only a ministerial
transition, nothing like what the people of Manchester have gone
through.

Even so we are still in this process together. | was very touched, last
week at Church Meeting when | received a vote of thanks for all the
work that | have been putting in. It is not just me there are many people
doing a lot of work behind the scenes to keep things going.

We are learning a lot and | believe we are growing spiritually during this
time. So far we seem to be doing ok but | know there are some areas
where we could do better. It is by working together that we are going
to get through this time.

We do have a Mighty Helper to guide and lead us through. We must
continue to pray for guidance.

“I know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. *
Jeremiah 29 v 11.

Roger
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Ministerial Update

As was reported at Church Meeting we have completed our Church
Profile but as yet it is not required.

In the Magazine last month | reported that it was planned to have a
meeting in May to discuss Ministers in the M4 corridor churches. That
meeting had now been scheduled for 11th July. Let us pray that that
meeting can reach a successful conclusion.

God bless

Roger
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Family News

We sent our love and congratulations to
Hilary Campbell who celebrated her 90th
birthday on 5th May. We were sorry that
Hilary had to spend her birthday in the Windsor Ward of Wokingham
hospital following a fall. We are pleased to that she is now home from
hospital and making good progress. Hilary would welcome visitors to
her flat in Stevens Court, Winnersh, but anyone calling should ring the
outer bell to gain entry and say that you are from Park.

We have been praying for all who mourn — in particular the family and
friends of the Rev. Maureen Devine, whose funeral service will be held
at Earley St. Peter’'s Church on June 25th at 11.00am Maureen worked
at St. Nicolas Church and with other local churches. She was a great
supporter of CTEER and was chaplain to the Wokingham Road Fire
Station.

We were pleased to hear from Roger Clark that the Reading Street
Pastors have been awarded the Area Commander’'s Commendation
by Thames Valley Police. We recognise and give thanks for the
valuable service that the Street Pastors give on the streets of Reading
every Friday and Saturday nights, and we are proud that Roger has
been joined by a number of others from Park who are now part of the
team.

We have remembered those celebrating birthdays in May including
Stephen Ballard, who had a special birthday on 24th  May.
Unfortunately Stephen has been unwell this last week or so and we
remember him in our prayers at this time.

We pray for Ruth Clark who had an operation at the Royal Berkshire
Hospital on Friday 25th May. She was due to return home on Monday
and we send our love to her and Alastair at this fime.

We remember all those receiving or recovering from treatment
including jenny King, Pat Fuller and Thelma Butler.

Bob Dewing
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Remembering Manchester Together

National Service of Commemoration, Manchester
Cathedral,

As many of you know | have been a Street Pastor for
nearly 8 years. Street Pastors are an initiative from Ascension Trust. Street
Pastors are now in fowns and cities across the UK. There are over 15,000
Street Pastors across the UK. There are also School Pastors the nearest
group to us in Burghfield. In 2014 Rail Pastors was started in Barnet and
then in Reading in 2016 that to is spreading across the UK where there is
a need. At the same time Response Pastors was started. Earlier this year
| joined a group of people across the Thames Valley to train as a
Response Pastor.

Response Pastors are all linked directly to Ascension Trust and in the
event of a National Emergency, Response Pastors can be contacted to
check their availability. The aim is to be at the place of an emergency
to support people who many need someone there for them. Just to
Listen, Care and Help.

Response Pastors have been called to various emergencies, Grenfell
Tower, Westminster Bridge, Manchester Arena 2017. | hope and pray it
won't be necessary to be called.

In February | received an email from Ascension Trust informing us that
there was to be a National Service of Commemoration to be held in
Manchester on the anniversary of the bombing at the Arena. | replied
immediately to say | was available.

Last Monday | headed north, new uniform and ID packed, fo stay with
Paul (our son) in Bolton. This would enable me to get infto Manchester
easily the following morning. We all met at the Methodist Central Hall in
Manchester.

There were about 40 Response Pastors from all over the UK. Some were
from as far afield as Barnstable and Newcastle. Two of us had gone
from Reading. It was interesting to meet up and exchange stories of
Street Pastoring in our various towns. We were spilt info teams of 4 and
given a briefing of what would be going on during the day and where.
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Then we were told which areas of Manchester we would each cover.
After a time of prayer we left for the streets. Our tfeam was Tricia, our
team leader. She is a Street Pastor in Sheffield and was in Manchester
last year. Kay, who is a Streep Pastor in Whitney plus Leslie and | from
Reading. We first went to
Victoria Station. In the
entrance hall there was
a large display of flowers
where people had put
the to support
Manchester Together.
Also fo be seen
everywhere were the
Manchester Bees. The
Bees have come the
Emblem of the resilience
of Manchester and the coming together after last year's fragedy.

The meaning behind the bees goes back a long way. Bees are on
Manchester’'s coat of Arms. During the industrial revolution the cotton
mills of Lancashire, upon which much of the wealth of Manchester was
built, were referred to as "Hives of Industry”. So the people of
Manchester considered themselves to be the busy worker bees. It is
now not only about industriousness but RESILIENCE. Bee logos are
everywhere, many people have had (and were having) Bees tattoos to
show their support.

From Victoria Stafion we headed to the Cathedral Gardens for the
Service at 2:00 pm. On route we met with lots of people and had many
conversations. Many people were there last year and many had been
in the arena when the bomb went off. The Cathedral itself was full of
the great and the good including Theresa May and Prince William. The
service was very moving, the Halle Youth choir sang Somewhere over
the Rainbow, it was very beautiful.

At 2:30 there was a | minute silence that was observed thought the UK.
People around us were obviously touched by the song and for many it
brought back memories. We were able to be there for people even if it
was just to provide a tissue.

At 2:30 pm there was a one
minute silence that  was
observed thought the UK. The




picture shows the crowds outside of the Cathedral, that can be seen in
the top right of the picture along with the huge screen on which we
watched the service.

After the service we continued to walk around the gardens talking with
people. | met a young girl from France who is studying Journalism in
London but had come to Manchester to talk with people and write
some articles for French Magazines.

As the Gardens cleared we headed off to visit St Anne’s Church, there
had also been a service there and many people had come to lay
flowers at the fountain as they had last year. We had other teams of
Response Pastors who had been there. While | was there | met
Manchester’'s Police Chaplin. He tfold me ‘rhot he hod held a service
and kept the one minute 1K

silence outside the Police HQ
there had been over 1000
people there. We stayed
around here for an hour or so
and had lots of conversations.

That evening the was «
Concert outside the Town Hall
in  Albert Square. It was
packed it was estimated that 12,000 people were there. There was a
massed choir of 2000 people made up from lots of choirs all across
Manchester.

Like all of the day there was a fantastic atmosphere there. Not of
sadness but of support and celebration for each other. It was an
amazing experience being there , a great privilege just to show a little
support for Manchester from Reading.

Roger
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Greenbelt 2018

United Reformed Church prepares for Greenbelt Festival 2018

Not yet made plans for August Bank

Holiday weekend? Now is the perfect greenbelt

time to get the weekend sorted. i ACTE BT R TIA ST AT o

Why?2 Because the Greenbelt Festival takes place at Boughton House,
Northamptonshire, from 24 to 27 August 2018 - and the United
Reformed Church will be there again as an associate partner.

The festival of arts, faith and justice has been running since 1974 and
this year's focus is on Acts of the Imagination. If you buy your fickets
before midnight on 30 April, you will save £35 on the price of an adult
weekend ticket.

The URC enjoyed a very successful partnership at last year's event with
the inviting theme of ‘More than Welcome'. This time round, the URC
will have ‘Pilgrimagination’ as its theme.

Pilgrimagination complements the overall Greenbelt theme of ‘Acts of
the Imagination’ and brings together the spirit of Walking the Way - the
URC's focus on lifelong Christian discipleship.

The URC's theme also connects with the ten habits of the Holy Habits
book, which applies Acts 2 for personal and community life today. It
focuses on how hope depends on imaginatfion, and how pilgrimage
depends on hope.

Plans are in hand for a range of exciting activities, including:
a 'Pilgrimage’ themed tent area filled with a craft garden and space
to create and add to a growing display of hand-made creative
flowers, aseries of infentional conversations exploring our
'Pilgrimagination’ theme, and our popular treasure hunt around the
festival site looking at different stages of life's journeys.
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The Word on the Streets

The experiences of a new Street Pastor

Four of us from Park URC are currently training to be Street Pastors —
Susan and Geraint Thomas, Bev Warden and me. We have all been out
on a Friday or Saturday night and ‘observed’ to gain some insight info
Street Pastoring.

The role of a Street Pastor is to care, listen and help in a non-judgmental
way. We help, predominantly, young people who have gone in fo
Reading for a fun night out but have found themselves in a bit of a
pickle. But we are there for anyone who is vulnerable.

Street Pastors in Reading have been there for a while. Roger has been
a keen volunteer for some time now. We give out lollipops, water, flip-
flops (for the young ladies in the high heels when they can’t walk in any
longer!). We pick up glass bottles and sweep up broken glass.

The atmosphere is lovely. The club goers, the police and club doormen
all appreciate our presence. In fact, the clubbers often fell us we're
amazing (in quite colourful language!) They can't believe we don’'t get
paid and are volunteering to be on the streets of Reading at 2 o’'clock
in the morning. An opportunity to say “we're doing it for love; we are
Jesus’ hands and feet”.

In the Minster, lovely people like Charlotte are tending to the needs of
those who are a bit poorly or injured. There are paramedics there, too.

Roger has often told me how much he loves being a Street Pastor. Now
I know why.

| can’t wait to start.

Sally Street
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Where did the Brass Cross in church come from?

Many years ago when Rev Michael Jackson was the minster of Park
URC (1978-2001) the Police had contacted him to say that during @
search the Cross had been confiscated. Apparently, the Police had
discovered the Cross in the premises of a group of people who were
believed to have been some form of Satanic cult. The Police felt that
the Cross deserved a better home and had contacted Mike.

The Cross at the fime was just a bare Cross, It was mounted onto a
wooden base and has stood in Park ever since.

For many years the cross was kept on the radiator by the side entrance
during services. After service the cross was placed on a table in the
front door foyer. At our recent Elders away day the Cross came up in
conversation and it was decided fo give it more of a focal point during
worship. It is now on a stand in front of the pulpit and the Peace Candle
is alongside it.

Please read the article about the Peace Candle to follow. This is a copy
of the letter | have recently discovered in the church office. | believe
that this too was during Mike’s fime as minister.

Roger

International Students Evening

In collaboration with Friends International (Fl), the bible study group that
meets at Tyndale Baptist Church would like to host a monthly
International Students Evening for all International Students in Reading.

This is a safe space for International students to meet each other,
socialise and for those seeking to know more about Christ & Christianity.

The meeting is on the Last Wednesday of every month from 7.00pm to
9.00pm. The next meeting date is Wednesday the 30th of May.

This meeting is for you if you are an International Student studying in
Reading, whether you're a believer, non-believer, have much Faith, no
Faith or little Faith.

Where did the Peace Candle in church come from?

At the height of the Cold War an American minister was allowed to visit
Russia and during his visit he went into a Church to pray. Knowing he
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was being watched by the police he was surprised when an old lady
knelt beside him, as if in prayer. She suddenly whispered, “Take this, buy
a candle and pray for peace”. She pressed something into his hand,
got up and left. Later he looked and it was a few small coins.

The minister was so impressed by the Lady’s courage that he shared
what had happened with his congregation and asked them to buy
candles and light them and pray for peace. The candle he had bought
with her money was given pride of place in the Church where he
ministered and to this day has been replaced hundreds of times, but it
is still HER CANDLE!

The congregation determined to send candles to other churches and
friends and urge them to pray for peace and they have been sent all
over the world. It was the Rev'd. Connie Davies who brought a candle
to Park from her church at Broadstone, Dorset.

Since we received this gift over 200 candles have been sent from Park
to other local churches with the special request that they too pray for
peace in this, God’s world.

Please help yourself to a candle and this letter, take it to a friend or give
it o another Church which you visit, with the request that they, like us,
pray for peace.

Since the courageous act in Russia the Iron Curtain is down, the
Apartheid system is at an end, there are peace processes in Northern
Ireland and the Middle East but war, evil, suffering go on in far too
many places. Do pray for peace in God's world. Do light a candle as a
symbol of the light in the darkness.

May God bless your prayers and the giving and receiving of candles
and grant us peace.
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Elders Prayer - Reach Down

reach down and fill the empty bowls of those who live in hunger,

reach down and pour soft rain on those whose wells are dry this day,

reach down and spread your loving warmth on those who sleep in doorways,
reach down and urge the rich to share their wealth a fairer way.

reach down and cleanse the poisoned air, of choking, dark pollution,

reach down and purge the lifeless seas, with gentle, soothing rain,

reach down and paint with brightest shades, our grey, exploited landscapes,
reach down and plant the world afresh, to make it green again.

reach down and blow away the clouds from minds in dark depression,
reach down and soothe minds scarred by hate from conflicts of the past,
reach down and break apart the chains of lives snared by addiction,
reach down and rebuild victims lives and make them free at last.

reach down and walk alongside those who flee from war’s destruction,
reach down and pour compassion down to soothe the victims’ fears,
reach down and gently hold hands with the wounded and the dying,
reach down and calmly brush away bereavement’s stinging fears.

reach down and cleanse the snarling minds of the racist and the bigoft,
reach down and shout out ‘why?2’ at all those causing pain,

reach down and smile ‘why not2’ to idealists and dreamers,

reach down and help the hurting child to learn to smile again.

reach down - reach down ...and cast aside the darkness,

reach down - reach down ...and blaze light from above,

reach down - reach down ...and flood down peace and justice,
reach down - reach down ...and fill this world with love.

Rod
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Church Contacts

Minister:

currently in vacancy

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Treasurer:
Yvette Gayford

Assistant Church Secretary:
Simon & Jenny King

Centre Manager:

Julie Cameron phone:0845 463 6426
e-mail: cenfremanager@parkurc.org.uk

F & GP Committee Chairman:
Tim Lancaster

Gift Aid Secretary:
Tony Durrant

Magazine Editor:
Rod King e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charifies that we
support.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?2ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park

Sunday 10.30am  Worship
Young people’s groups & Creche facilities

Holy Communion (15f Sunday)
1.00pm Infernational Believers Church
3.00 pm Messy Church (15t Sunday of the Month)
3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
6.30 pm Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in ferm-time)
7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group
10.00 am Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
5.15 pm Beaver Scouts
6.45 pm Cub Scouts
7.30 pm Housegroup

Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
10.30 am  Fitness Pilates
1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
2.15pm Friendship Club
2:00 pm Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing
7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept — March)
7.30 pm Housegroup
8.15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
10.00 am  Morning Prayers
9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir
2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
7.00 pm Scouts

Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
10.30 am  Reading MenCap
2.00 pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
5:30 pm Brownies
5.30 pm Rainbows
7.15pm Guides
7.30 pm Housegroup

Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
Saturday 9.00 am The Allenova Ballet School
9.30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
10.00 Parenthesis Choir

4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir
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