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Secretary’s Letter

Dear Friends,

What fantastic weather we are having at the moment. Last weekend
many of us again enjoyed a wonderful time away at the annual
Church Camp.

Most of us went out on Friday afternoon and set up camp in the rally
field at White Mark Farm in Watlington. Others came out to join the
camp on Saturday and we even had visitors who came for the day. We
welcomed Ruth and Alastair Clark and it was lovely to see Ted and
Alison Stichbury who joined us for Saturday afternoon.

Saturday evening we had a big BBQ and a camp fire with songs and
activities. | won't go intfo any details... you needed fo be there. Sunday
morning we had a service with communion together. We shared the
same Bible readings as you used at Park that morning with Rev. Judith
Wheatley.

During the service we talked about the time we had shared together
and what we had gained. We shared about the journey we had been
on and the journey that Park is on, that we are all on together.

When you walk in the countryside, at points on a journey as markers
you may often see a cairn of stones. Each stone placed by an
individual to mark their presence at that place. We then spent a while
thinking about what the weekend had meant to us and then writing on
a pebble. We built our own cairn to mark our journey.

But the journey hasn’'t ended. Park has still a long way to go in the
service of our Lord. We know God has plans for us.

We have brought the cairn back with us and it will remain in the
church. If anyone at any time wants to add their pebble to the cairn
please do. There will always be spare pebbles and pens available.

God bless

Roger
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Ministerial Update

There isn't much more to add about the Vacancy process that you
don’'t already know. But we will be meeting with other URC Churches in
Reading, Thatcham and Hungerford this month, on July 11th.

Please pray for this meeting that there will be a clear understanding of
the path forward.

Roger

Centre & Finance Administrator

Are you a ‘Can do’ person with attention to detail and knowledge of
accountse

Park Church is looking for someone who can manage a small team of
paid workers, plus work with a tfeam of volunteers who care for our halls
and meeting rooms.

Our cenftre is busy with bookings every day and you will be a vital link
with all our hirers and users.

You can work flexibly to suit the needs of the job and will be based in
the church office in Palmer Park Avenue Reading.

e Hours currently 15 per week.

o Salary: £9 - £9.50 per hour.
e Closing date: Monday 16th July:
e Interview Friday 20th July.

For more details and Job Description please contact Yvette Gayford
(Treasurer) - email ygayford@gmail.com

Yvette
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Family News

We were pleased to hear that Hilary
Campbell has been making good progress
and is now home after several weeks in
Wokingham Hospital. Hilary is unlikely to get to church for some time
and we have been remembering her in our prayers. She would
welcome visitors to her flat in Stevens Court, Winnersh, but if you do visit,
to gain entry you will need to ring the outer bell and say that you are
from Park.

On 10M June we remembered our former minister, Michael Jackson,
who was inducted to ministry here at Park 40 years ago to the day in
1978. We gave thanks for Michael’s ministry and sent our love to him
and to Liz and the family as we held them all in our prayers.

We also have prayed for Josh Thomas, who is fo be inducted info the
ministry at Petersfield URC on Saturday June 30™". Josh and Hannah
have now moved to their new home and we pray for them and for Isla
as they settle info their new life together.

We have now heard that Abby King has received her degree from the
Royal Holloway University where she obtained a 2:1 in European Studies
and German. She is going on to do a Masters in Electioneering and
Canvassing. We congratulate Abby and wish her well with her future
studies.

We continue to pray for all those who are ill or have been unwell,
including Ray Rees and Steven Ballard. We rejoice that Paul Street had
a successful operation at the Royal Berks and we pray for his continued
recovery, sending our love to him and to Sally.

We also remember those recovering from or receiving treatment,
including Ruth Clark, Jenny King, Pat Fuller and Thelma Butler.

Bob Dewing
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To Reverend Curry... With Love

So it's a few weeks on from the fabulous Royal Wedding. Glorious
weather, fanfare galore!l You could sense how much love and
happiness was in the air (well unless you caught a glance of Victoria
Beckhaml!). Yet | am still unsure what we are talking about more;
Megan's dress or Reverend Curry’s addresse!

It's fair to say this man spoke with undeniable passion for all-things-love
through God, Jesus Christ and each other. It's a mixed bag here at
work as to if he quite needed
‘that’ much timel However it can’t
be denied he was a wonderment
to watch (along with the facial
expressions from a few Windsors!).

Opening his address from a quote
from a 1957 sermon by Marfin
Luther King Jnr, he said: “"We must
discover the power of love, the
redemptive power of love. And
when we do that, we will be able
to make of this old world a new
world. We will be able to make : o
men better. Love is the only way... There's power in love. Don't
underestimate it. Don’t even over-sentimentalise. There is power, power
in love.”

Words as relevant today as they were in the 1950's and which will
continue to be throughout the existence of humankind.

So aside from wishing the Duke and Duchess of Sussex all the love and
luck in the world, | wish fo thank them from the bofttom of my heart for
infroducing this incredible preacher to the ‘mainstream’.

| for one cannot wait to hear more from him in the future!

Becky Jemmott
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Church Camp

Well, what a lovely weekend we had at camp - great weather, great
site and great time with friends enjoying God's wonderful outdoors.

White Mark Farm is a quiet site on the outskirts of Watlington with
beautiful views over the Chilterns.

25 of us camped on the Friday night and another 5 joined on Saturday
evening. We were also pleased that we had Ruth and Alastair join us as
day visitors and also Ted and Alison Stichbury who drove over from
Wiltshire — so lovely to see them after several years.

Saturday morning was taken at a steady pace and there were mouth-
dribbling smells of cooking bacon from several areas of the field! Some
went for a walk and others just enjoyed chilling out together. In the
affernoon quite a few went up to the top of the hill to fly kites — great
fun for children and adults alike.

Of course, in the evening we had the ‘traditional’ barbecue and camp
fire — it's interesting to see who is the biggest pyromaniac in the group!!
The day was finished with the most amazing sunset which we dall
enjoyed.

Roger led worship on Sunday morning, which was very special being
out in the open - how wonderful to be able to worship together in
beautiful English countryside. Thank you Roger, we very much
appreciate your leading this special act of worship,

| think we all got safely home, and sure that everyone slept really well
on Sunday night — just a shame it was work the next day....

| am also pleased to tell you that we have booked White Mark Farm
again for 21st — 23rd June 2019 — put the datfe in your diary ready for
more capers in the camp field.

Helen

page 7



Church Camp - just chillin’
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Church Camp - after dark

photos by Alan, Helen & Tony




SEED Update: Park Summer Club

One summier, fifty four countries and an enchanted island the second
star to the right...

We are excited to announce that as part of our seed initiative we will
be hosting a summer club called “Park Kids Zone”, for children of all
ages. This will provide a good way to keep those youngsters
entertained through the school holidays in a ‘what-ever-the-weather’
setting!

The club will be packed with activities and entertainment to include;
arts, crafts, games, quizzes, singing, dancing and lots more! We are
working hard to ensure we provide a variety of age appropriate
activities, so all pre-booked tickets purchased are greatly received.

The club will be held on all three of the following days, incorporating
the following themes:

Thursday 9th August: Welcome to Africa
Thursday 16t August: Madagascar and African Islands
Thursday 234 August: Neverland Beach Party

Doors will open at 11:45am for registration, with the club running
between 12pm — 4pm inclusive.

There will be two types of membership:

Ticket Type Cost Discount Additional Info
Rainbow £3.50 per first 50p for early Early booking
(child child (£1.50 booking tickets must be
accompanied by | Per child 50p for ‘Park purchased by 23
an adult) thereafter) Affiliate’ July 2018.

members*

(discount

applies to first

child ticket

purchased

only)
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Golden £12 per child £2 for ‘Park Maximum of 8

(child supervised (each child will | Affiliate’ fickets per session
by DBS Checked be given £2 members* available.
leaders) sub for food All tickets must be
and drink) purchased by 23
July 2018.

All tickets will include unlimited tea, coffee and squash. Further
refreshments will be available in our ‘Trinket and Tuck Shop'.

Park Affiliate members* are:
v' Children related to a Park URC member
v' Children who attend SALT classes (Sunday worship)
v" Children who attend Messy Church

How you can help:

In order to keep overhead costs down as much as possible, we would
greatly appreciate any of the following items:

Spare: Fabric, felt, wool, string, elastic

Throw away: Kitchen rolls, toilet rolls, shoe boxes (with the lids), sealable
chocolate boxes (Ferrero Rocher, dairy milk etc.), corks (from wine
bottles), plastic bottles with lids (1 litre squash bottles), jam jars with lids

We hope to see as many of you as possible and please feel free to
bring along friends!

With love,
Becky, Judith, Reene & Henry
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy

Thank you so much to all who have helped or are helping me to fill the
slofs in the visiting preachers’ list. We are now almost full until the end of
this year with only a few slots remaining. However, | have already
started to fill 2019!

Please see below the updated list for the next two months.

o IstJuly: ... Colin Ferguson

e 8thJuly:............ Rebecca Bullard

e 15th July: .......... Rev Alan Holmes

o 22nd July: ........ Phebe Mann & David Wong
o 29th July: ........... Rev Richard Bainbridge

o 5th August: ....... Roger Clark (to be confirmed)
e 12th August: ..... Michael Penny
e 19th August: ... Robert Dimmick
e 26th August: .....Chris & Yvette Gayford
If you would like to lead a service or be involved in any way, or know of

anyone else who might be interested to help, then please speak to
Roger or me.

Thank you.

Julia Marsh

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates for 2018

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs
of Praise Services from 2.30 - 3.30 pm

Wednesday 11th July

August date (to be confirmed)
Wednesday 12th September
Wednesday 17t October
Wednesday 14 November
Wednesday 12 December .

Please sign in af the Care Home reception desk on arrival.
Julia Marsh
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“Synod Calling” (((A)))

What are your giftse How do you share them?

Sometimes we think our gifts are too humdrum to be much use to other
people, but this is just not frue.

Look again at these well-known verses from 1 Corinthians 12 in ‘The
Message' version:

“You are Christ’'s body—that’s who you are!l You must never forget this.
Only as you accept your part of that body does your “part” mean
anything. You're familiar with some of the parts that God has formed in
his church, which is his “body”: Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle
workers, healers, helpers, organizers, those who pray in fongues.”

We are all somewhere on that listt We just need to "accept our part”.
And then comes the question: where are we called to play that part —
in our community, in our local church, in the wider church?

The work of Wessex Synod relies on the many volunteers who
generously play their part and share their gifts.

At the moment, we are in need of;

¢ Someone with legal and accounting skills to serve as a Trustee.

e People wiling to take minutes at some of our Committee
meetings.

e People interested in social justice issues to serve our Church and
Society group.

But the needs are constantly changing. Why not find out more about
the work we do by looking atf the Synod website
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/

If there is an area of our work that interests you, please contact Sue
Brown to find out more: clerk@urcwessex.org.uk or 01329 232454,
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Church Contacts

Minister: ‘ﬁ@ ,

currently in vacancy

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Treasurer:
Yvette Gayford

Assistant Church Secretary:
Simon & Jenny King

Centre Manager:

Julie Cameron phone:0845 463 6426
e-mail: cenfremanager@parkurc.org.uk

F & GP Committee Chairman:
Tim Lancaster

Gift Aid Secretary:
Tony Durrant

Magazine Editor:
Rod e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the chairities that we

support.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?2ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park

Sunday 10.30am  Worship
Young people’s groups & Creche facilities

Holy Communion (15f Sunday)
1.00pm Infernational Believers Church
3.00 pm Messy Church (15t Sunday of the Month)
3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
6.30 pm Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in ferm-time)
7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group
10.00 am Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
5.15 pm Beaver Scouts
6.45 pm Cub Scouts
7.30 pm Housegroup

Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
10.30 am  Fitness Pilates
1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
2.15pm Friendship Club
2:00 pm Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing
7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept — March)
7.30 pm Housegroup
8.15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
10.00 am  Morning Prayers
9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir
2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
7.00 pm Scouts

Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
10.30 am  Reading MenCap
2.00 pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
5:30 pm Brownies
5.30 pm Rainbows
7.15pm Guides
7.30 pm Housegroup

Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College
Saturday 9.00 am The Allenova Ballet School
9.30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
10.00 Parenthesis Choir

4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir

page 15



R AT R e W T i

Park Talent Scheme 2

L5 sponsor sally § carrieto | '
q ) .
vead Your favourite Blble
. \Verse as theg walle the
Marwowes wa 5

Buy one of Why not treat
| o offer Novelty | 3 Elizabeth’s Yourself to one of
' Cakes, madeto  d beautiful | Ruth 5 Alistair's
B giftboxes [ Local outlngs?

i )

@ Look out for Li Look out for | ,

L Joaw's craft stall [ Anya’s Park o and there’s

| items available [ Pudding Recipe ik Atan's gift
. most Swwlags Book - Yummy! A cards to b“@j

: start your day
| don't forget bake cakes ko fa With Sylvia’s
| Helen's L ooler all o marmalaodle
Lemon-topped homemwadte
L drizzle cakes g e ’ /
- yumomy)! Svte%persomaused
' ! buunting too!




