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The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of Park United 
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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

Thank you to all who have asked Carole and I had a 
wonderful time away. The weather was very nice for late 
autumn in the Med.  

Having returned a week or so ago things have got really 
busy leading up to Christmas. Although many of us have been doing it 
for many years now getting ready for the Christmas Fair is always a 
great time of everyone pulling together to get things set up in time. 
Things seemed to be very organised this year.  

The day itself was wonderful we had a lot of people come in and the 
place seemed very full. It was a great pleasure to welcome Reading 
East MP, Matt Rhoda to come and open the Fair. I am sure Rod has 
included many pictures. Matt was very relaxed and wondered around 
and chatted to a lot of people. He has arrived early and was able to 
eat one of the Bacon Butties that were being served by the café this 
year.  

It was great to be entertained by St. Peter’s School choir with some 
Christmas songs and in the afternoon the Reading Community Gospel 
Choir. It was lovely to share with the Toddler Group in their telling of the 
Christmas Nativity story. The whole day had a wonderful atmosphere 
and from all the comments I have heard was widely enjoyed.  

The Fair was very successful and raised nearly £1700, this is the highest 
figure for some time. This will go toward the money that we are 
donating this Christmas to three Charities as agreed at Church 
Meeting.  

These are; The MS Therapy Centre, as a local charity, Shelter as a 
National Charity, and Beyond Conflict, an international Charity.  

Roger. 
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Update on the Vacancy.  

We have heard from the Northwest Synod Pastoral Committee that 
they have asked Rev. David Downing to act as our Interim Moderator 
and he has agreed. This is a great move forward and I am sure David 
will be a great assistance to help us through the vacancy.  

I had talked to you all at Church Meeting and through my letter to 
explain the need for Park to share a minister in the future and how 
complicated this is to implement. It is felt that the simplest way forward 
is to link Park and Hungerford URCs to form a joint pastorate to be 
served by one minister. Although the Churches are some distance from 
each other this solution is the best way forward at the current time. 

The next few months will be a time of working with our Interim 
Moderator and the Elders of Hungerford URC to put together a joint 
Pastorate Profile (ours is more or less complete). Once this has been 
agreed and accepted by the Pastoral Committee it can be passed to 
the Moderators Meeting and a vacancy can be declared.  

We are not there yet , but this is a big step forward. We still need to 
keep faith and keep on working together. Our fellowship has grown 
over the last year. We have gone through a big struggle financially this 
year but we have come out of it now and we are in a good place to 
move forward. 

I want to take this opportunity of thanking you for all your support 
during the year. At Church Meeting you all agreed to elect me to serve 
you for a further year. It is a real privilege to serve you and I thank you 
for your confidence in me.  

I wish you all a Happy Christmas and I know it is going to be a very 
interesting new year which I look forward to with hope in my heart and 
the knowledge that God is leading us and he has wonderful plans for 
us. 

God bless 

Roger. 
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Church Family News 

We give thanks to God for those involved in the successful Light Party 
that was held on 31st October.  

We also give thanks for the work done by Lorraine Butler to keep our 
church and Halls clean, and we wish Lorraine well as she moves on to 
her new job as a school Teaching Assistant. 

We congratulate Gordon Connell, who celebrated a milestone 
birthday on Saturday 10th November, and Rod King who celebrated his 
60th birthday on Wednesday 14th November, and ask for God’s 
blessing on Gordon and Rod and their families.  

Our thoughts are with Frances and Tim Lancaster who have moved to 
their new home in Three Mile Cross. We pray for Frances, Tim and 
Joseph at this exciting and challenging time.    

We pray for all those who have answered the call to serve the church 
in various ways. Phebe Mann has successfully completed her Lay 
Preaching Qualification. We congratulate Phebe and pray for God’s 
guidance as she undertakes this vital work of ministry and mission.   

We were also pleased to hear that Andrew Jackson, son of our former 
minister Michael Jackson, has recently started work as Head of 
Communications for the URC. This is an important role within the 
national church, and our congratulations, prayers and good wishes go 
to Andrew and all the family.   

We give thanks for our outstandingly successful Christmas Fair, for the 
efforts of those involved in the planning and preparation, for the 
fellowship that we enjoyed and for the funds that were raised to enable 
us to maintain our work of mission and outreach.  

We ask for God’s blessing on our former minister, Rev Michael Jackson, 
and his wife Liz, as they move to their new home in Cockermouth – only 
a few miles from where they were living, but now with easier access to 
local amenities.  

We remember in our prayers those who are unwell, including Sylvia 
Wise, who has been poorly recently. 

There are others known to us who are going through difficult times, 
perhaps suffering from the trauma of road accidents or burglary. 

Carrie King 
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

We continue to have a wonderful variety of people making our services 
so interesting and thank you, once again, to all who have helped or 
are helping me to fill the slots in the visiting preachers’ list. 

Please see below the updated list of preachers who will lead morning 
worship over the next two months.  

2018 

 2nd December: Rev Mark Laynesmith 
 9th December: Elizabeth & Alistair Knox 
 16th December: Judith Enang 
 23rd December: Michael Penny 
 25th December: Roger Clark 
 30th December: Simon King 

2019 

 6th January: Elders’ Induction (Roger leading) 
 13th January: Phebe Mann & David Wong  
 20th January: Rev Alan Holmes 
 27th January: Jim Cussen 

I am very pleased that the 2019 Pulpit Plan is filling up nicely but there 
are still plenty of spaces, so you if would like to lead a service or be 
involved in any way, or know of anyone else who might be interested 
to help, then please speak to Roger or me. 

Thank you 

Julia Marsh 
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Introducing Stepwise  

Stepwise is the new intergenerational United Reformed Church 
discipleship development programme. It is for people of all ages and 
backgrounds.  

Stepwise is an integral part of Walking the Way, the United Reformed 
Church’s focus on whole-life discipleship and mission.  

Stepwise launches in September 2018 – in this leaflet you can learn 
more about it, and then decide if it’s something you’d like to pursue.  

What exactly is Stepwise?  

Stepwise is a programme of learning and discipleship development for 
everyone – including you! – whether you are exploring and enriching 
your personal faith life, discerning where God’s call on your life may be 
leading, preparing for a new direction, or developing a specific role 
within your community or church.  

One key aspect is that, as a Stepwise participant, you’ll be allocated a 
mentor who will be with you throughout your Stepwise journey.  

Stepwise is based around five broad subject streams; each stream 
contains stepping stones or modules.  

The five streams are: Faith-filled life Faith-fuelled leadership Faith-filled 
confidence Faith-filled community Faith-filled worship  

The streams are being designed ecumenically where possible, to 
include new and existing resources.  

Who’s it for?  

Stepwise is open to anyone who is keen to reflect on and develop their 
Christian faith. If you’re ready to be stimulated and challenged – and 
want to make a difference in your own life and the lives of others – then 
Stepwise could be just what you’re looking for.  

Stepwise is learner orientated and designed to draw on the strengths 
and address the needs of individual learners, in the context of their 
communities and churches. The programme emphasises the vital 
importance of people learning from their daily lives, wherever and 
whoever God calls them to be.  
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By helping people to develop as disciples, Stepwise aims to contribute 
to wider community and Church transformation.  

One key aspect is that, as a Stepwise participant, you’ll be allocated a 
mentor who will be with you throughout your Stepwise journey. 

How does it work… and how will I be supported?  

Faith-filled life is the launch stream. With its focus on personal calling 
and vocation, it is designed to be a core introductory experience that 
will lead into engagement with other streams; we encourage all 
Stepwise participants to start with it.  

Your Stepwise mentor will help you reflect on what you hope to gain 
from the programme, and advise on the other Stepwise streams you will 
find most useful.  

Stepwise is supported by all Councils of the URC, yet owned and 
delivered locally. The main framework of streams and stepping stones, 
together with the broad content and online resources, is being 
developed by a multi-disciplinary group. Local delivery, including 
mentoring arrangements, will be shaped by each synod.  

Typically, your Stepwise engagement will be a rich mixture of face-to-
face group sessions, online learning, locally organised placements and 
visits, and possibly  

(depending on arrangements made within each synod) some 
residential element. We hope and trust that each church community 
will also provide encouragement and support for its members and 
associates who participate in Stepwise.  

An integral part of Walking the Way  

Stepwise is firmly embedded within Walking the Way: Living the life of 
Jesus today. It emphasises commitment to the mission of God, and to 
equipping individuals and congregations to share God’s love with the 
world. Stepwise focuses on what the Church will be rather than on what 
the Church has been. So, while fulfilling the needs of disciples today, it 
also aims to prepare the Church of tomorrow. It’s coming soon!  

Following the completion of initial trials, the Stepwise streams will be 
launched as follows:  

 Faith-filled life: September 2018  
 Faith-fuelled leadership: January 2019  
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 Faith-filled confidence and Faith-filled community September 2019  
 Faith-filled worship September 2020  

Once each stream becomes available it can be started at any time of 
the year according to synod arrangements.  

News of Stepwise can be found at www.urc.org.uk/stepwise If you 
have questions or comments, contact stepwise@urc.org.uk 

Launchpad’s Annual Carol Service.  

Thursday 6 December 2018, 6pm – 7pm, 
Reading Minster. 

Launchpad’s annual carol service 
celebrates its eleventh year this December. 
It’s a festive way to start the Christmas 
season. Join staff, clients, volunteers and 
patrons in the beautiful surroundings of 
Reading Minster on Thursday 6 December 
from 6pm-7pm.  

There will be special guest readers, music 
from Reading Bach Choir, the winners of the Launchpad School Choir 
Competition and Launchpad Patron, Danyl Johnson, last year their 
collaboration was the highlight of the service. 

All proceeds go directly to Launchpad, allowing us to continue our 
crucial work to prevent homelessness in Reading, over the festive 
season and all year round. 

Tickets £10 for adults and children free. 
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The Christmas Fair – in pictures 



page 11 

 



page 12 

Will you be a Peacemaker this Christmas? 

Christian Aid Appeal 

At Christmas time we celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
given to us to bring hope, love, peace and justice 
to a broken world. Many of us look forward to 
spending time with our loved ones celebrating the 
Prince of Peace, but for millions of people this Christmas, peace seems 
like an impossible dream. 

Violence and conflict continue as a normal part of daily life for 
innocent families from South Sudan, The Middle East, Colombia and 
elsewhere. If current trends persist, by 2030 more than half of the world’s 
poorest people will be living in countries affected by high levels of 
violence. 

But while peace is broken every day, it is also built everyday through 
the brave and tireless work of peacemakers. This Christmas, Christian 
Aid is calling for you to stand together with peacemakers around the 
world who are seeking to bring hope to seemingly hopeless situations. 

In South Sudan, there is Bishop Taban continuing to work for peace in a 
country where families are suffering from hunger caused by war. In 
Lebanon Diana Abbas works with children who have witnessed 
appalling violence. Then there is Father Alberto in Colombia supporting 
families who have been forced from their homes by wars. 

Now more than ever people need to find peace and with your support 
we can make a start this Christmas. Jesus’ command comes to us 
down the ages, ‘Blessed are the Peacemakers’. In this world it is up to 
us to do what we can in our daily lives to help front line peacemakers 
like Bishop Taban, Diana and Father Alberto. So you can do your part 
as a peacemaker by providing some financial backing to these brave 
people. 

Envelopes will be available for donations at The Candlelit Service and 
the Service on Christmas Day. I will also be pleased to receive 
envelopes into the New Year. 

Wishing you a Peaceful Christmas - Chris Gayford  
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It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas! 

Family Friendly Events In Berkshire December 2018 

Saturday 1st December 
 Join the Christmassy parade of ice kings, swans, snow lions and 

an aerial acrobat at the Oracle. (Reading) 
 Carnival of Animals lantern making workshop. Lanterns created 

at these family workshops will be illuminated at Norden Farm’s 
annual Lantern Parade on Saturday 8 December (Maidenhead) 

 Christmas family craft workshop at the West Berkshire Museum 
(Newbury) 

 Princes & the Pantomime in the glittering state apartments at 
Windsor Castle (Windsor) over 5’s 

 Explore the Christmas decorations at Windsor Castle and kids 
can make their own in a an art workshop (Windsor) 

Sunday 2nd December 
 Carnival of Animals lantern making workshop. Lanterns created 

at these family workshops will be illuminated at Norden Farm’s 
annual Lantern Parade on Saturday 8 December (Maidenhead) 

Saturday 8th December 
 Join the Christmassy parade of ice kings, swans, snow lions and 

an aerial acrobat at the Oracle. (Reading) 
 Carnival of Animals lantern making workshop. Lanterns created 

at these family workshops will be illuminated at Norden Farm’s 
annual Lantern Parade on Saturday 8 December (Maidenhead) 

 Norden Farm Annual Community Lantern Parade – Featuring 
live music and entertainment, street food, licensed bar and hot 
drinks. Free to attend and open to all! And you don’t need a 
lantern to take part – just come down and celebrate with the 
community. (Maidenhead) 

 Princes & the Pantomime in the glittering state apartments at 
Windsor Castle (Windsor) over 5’s 

 Explore the Christmas decorations at Windsor Castle and kids 
can make their own in a an art workshop (Windsor) 

Sunday 9th December 
 Princes & the Pantomime in the glittering state apartments at 

Windsor Castle (Windsor) over 5’s 

Saturday 15th December 



page 14 

 Join the Christmassy parade of ice kings, swans, snow lions and 
an aerial acrobat at the Oracle. (Reading) 

 Explore the Christmas decorations at Windsor Castle and kids 
can make their own in a an art workshop (Windsor) 

 Slough Festive Fun Weekend where there will be a land train, 
Santa’s fun animals, stalls, face painting, glitter tattoos, balloon 
modeling, and other activities. 

Sunday 16th December 
 Slough Festive Fun Weekend where there will be a land train, 

Santa’s fun animals, stalls, face painting, glitter tattoos, balloon 
modeling, and other activities. 

Saturday 22nd December 
 Join the Christmassy parade of ice kings, swans, snow lions and 

an aerial acrobat at the Oracle. (Reading) 
 Broad Street (4:30pm): The Snow Show spectacular will see 

performances from Berzerk Productions, The Royal Berkshire 
Conference centre’s Sleigh Bells Blings Traditional Christmas 
Choir, The Snow Queen cast, plus other special guests. Father 
Christmas will arrive by sleigh to pick up Reading’s Naughty 
Elves and take them back to the North Pole. This fun packed, 
magical Snow Show (with guaranteed snow) will be a festive 
feast of fun for families across the town (free). 

 Explore the Christmas decorations at Windsor Castle and kids 
can make their own in a an art workshop (Windsor) 
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Youth Assembly Taster Day  

Great News! If you are too young for Youth Assembly or have always 
wondered what it is all about but were unsure whether it was for you 
and if you are in year 7/ S1 or above but still under 17, then this event is 
for you.  

On Saturday 19 January 2019, we are running a "Taster Day" alongside 
Youth Assembly especially for you.  

On arrival you will join others in the group in a fun team activity 
challenge (outdoors, weather permitting, but indoors if necessary) run 
by the staff of Whitemoor Lakes Activity Centre. It will be a chance to 
get to know some of the other people there and have some fun 
together. We will share lunch with the participants in Youth Assembly.  

We will join with Youth Assembly for a time of worship (Youth assembly 
style) and then a keynote talk and a choice of workshops designed to 
help you engage with the subject matter in a way that interests you 
(Youth Assembly has three of these sessions over the weekend). Finally 
we are planning for representatives from the Youth Exec to join you to 
run a mock business session – separate from Youth Assembly but 
running in the same way – to gather your feedback.  

We are aware that, for many, this is a long way to travel for one day 
but we hope to make it worthwhile and maybe tempt you to think 
about coming for the whole weekend next time. We will be looking at 
organising transport to the venue from Lichfield railway station.  

If distance means that an adult needs to accompany you on your 
journey, then never fear, we have thought of them too. We will be 
laying on refreshments for them, a chance to visit the local arboretum, 
lunch at Whitemoor Lakes and then a free afternoon in Lichfield to fill in 
the time while they wait for you – all for a very reasonable cost.  

 Come and be part of "One Body". Booking form is available here and 
bookings will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis.  
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Healing Seminars 

Peter Ferguson, who led worship on the 25 November, has sent this 
message with details of healing seminars. The next healing seminars by 
Father Nicholas Broadbridge of Douai Abbey will be held at St Joseph 
Church, Berkshire Road, Tilehurst, RG31 5JJ, starting at 10am and 
finishing at 5pm as follows: 

 Saturday 16th February 2019 – Healing of Memories 
 Saturday 9th March 2019 – Deliverance 
 Saturday 30th March 2019 – Gift of the Holy Spirit and Gifts of the 

Spirit 
 Saturday 6th April 2019 – Healing Families. 

The cost is normally £15 (if you can afford it, and not obligatory) and to 
bring something for a shared lunch.  

If you can attend, please will you email Father Nicholas 
nicholas@douaiabbey.org.uk who can send some hand-outs to you by 
email, prior to the seminar. 

Please can you let others know about these seminars and ask them to 
email Father Nicholas, if they wish to attend. 

All these seminars will be repeated at Elmore Abbey, Speen, Near 
Newbury later in the summer and will advise dates later. 

Peter Ferguson 

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates 

2019 (on every 2nd Wednesday of the month) 

9th January 13th February  
13th March 10th April 
8th May 12th June  
10th July August – holidays 
11th September 9th October 
13th November 11th December 

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs 
of Praise Services from 2.30 – 3.30 pm. Please sign in at the Care Home 
reception desk on arrival. 

Julia Marsh 
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Calling all 16 to 25 year olds! 

The URC needs you! Once again the United Reformed Church will have 
a presence at Greenbelt, the massive Christian Arts and Social Justice 
Festival, during the August Bank Holiday 2019.  

And after last year's success with our amazing team of Youth 
Ambassadors, the CYW office plan to provide an opportunity for 10 
more young people to experience the festival in that role. As part of this 
new team, your job will be to promote the URC at Greenbelt by taking 
on shifts in our tent where we provide activities for all and by supporting 
URC Youth in running Cake and Debate sessions for younger visitors (11-
18s). After the event your role will be to promote Greenbelt in the URC, 
by actively engaging in sharing your experiences around your synod. 
You may also be asked to take on a specific role such as helping with 
Comms, vlogging, taking photographs etc during the event and will be 
challenged to try something new every day.  

Following feedback from last year, we have decided to run a team-
building and training session on 20 July to ensure that you are properly 
prepared for your experience and that you all know each other as a 
team. Then you will be needed at the venue from setting up on 
Thursday 22 August to packing and moving out on Tuesday 27 August 
(though there may be some leeway on this if needed). You will be 
asked to provide £25 towards costs and to provide your own tent and 
sleeping bag (sharing is recommended and much more fun too!) and 
transport but food will be provided along with the outstanding cost of 
your ticket. We will be camping together as a team and there will be a 
support team from CYW on site.  

If you're still wondering about it, read what last year's ambassadors had 
to say and watch these fantastic videos from Jacob and Isaac. You 
can also look at the Greenbelt website. You can contact the office 
with any questions or we can put you in touch with one of last year's 
youth ambassadors if you prefer. Convinced? Why not fill in the 
application form and tell us why you would be the perfect person to be 
a URC Greenbelt Youth Ambassador in 2019.  
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

currently (still) in vacancy 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Treasurer: 

Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Church Secretary: 

Simon & Jenny King  

Centre Manager:  

   phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

F & GP Committee Chairman: 

Tim Lancaster   

Gift Aid Secretary: 

Tony Durrant    

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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.  
…and a very Happy Christmas to you, 

from us all at Park Church 


