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The Minister’s Letter 

 

He is Risen! 

Christ the Lord is risen, Alleluia! 

He is Risen! 

“Why do you look for the living 

among the dead?  

He is not here, but has risen” 

 

Luke 24:5 NRSV 

 

 

God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus 

He came to love, heal and forgive 

He lived and died, to buy my pardon 

An empty grave, is there to prove, my Saviour lives 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow. 

Because He lives, all fear is gone. 

Because I know, He holds the future, 

And life is worth, the living just, because He lives! 

Words from the Hymn God Sent His Son by Gloria and William J 

Gaither MISSION PRAISE 52 

 

 

 

 

Image: The Empty Tomb https://images.app.goo.gl/6U3mBwweorLaXUCs7 

https://images.app.goo.gl/6U3mBwweorLaXUCs7
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Dear Family, 

Today, we can celebrate the truth of the Gospel, because 

Jesus lives! This is the cornerstone of our faith: the death and 

resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Easter eggs 

and rabbits are nice, but even mini eggs pale in comparison to 

what Jesus done for us all on the cross. 

The three days from Good Friday to Easter Sunday, is a time of 

waiting. Waiting and hoping, beyond hope. A question I have 

for you in this season: What are you hoping in?  

Let us continue to place our trust, hope and love in Jesus Christ 

the Saviour of the World. 

#Easter2020/2021 Easter Week’s never to forget! But then 

again, every Easter is a special time where we remember the 

difference that resurrection makes in our lives.  

I hope you have enjoyed the Lent Bible Studies, Palm Sunday, 

Messy Wednesday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday! There 

have been a great many things so - I would like to take this 

opportunity to continue to thank you all for leaning in to this 

online experience of church.  

Thank you for your prayers and generosity during this time of 

pandemic. We are the Church, regardless of where we are! 

We have proven this to be true as we continue to gather 

together in various ways to worship our living God in spirit and in 

truth. Church cannot be Church without the people, so God 

Bless each and every one of you in this season and beyond.    

When Jesus appeared to his disciples after the resurrection and 

during the walk to Emmaus in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus said this: 

“Peace be with you”, the disciples were startled, terrified and 

joyous. In spite of all that is going on, be reminded of, and 

continue to receive the Peace of God which surpasses our 

understanding and surprises us, even now. 

SHALOM and God’s Every Blessing – to you and all those you 

hold dear, 

Happy Easter! 

Stephen 
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Easter art by Rev. Stephen Ansa-Addo 
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Family News 

As we continue to pray for everyone affected in any way by 

the coronavirus outbreak, we remember particularly any who 

are still struggling to come to terms with fear or anxiety.    

We congratulate Maureen Plummer, who celebrated a 

milestone birthday on Thursday March 4th, and we ask that 

God will bless Maureen and Mick and their family at this special 

time.  

We send our love and congratulations to our oldest Church 

Member, Linda Adkins, for her 96th birthday recently; also, to 

Julia Marsh, who celebrated a special birthday on Thursday 

March 25th.  We pray that God will bless Linda and Julia and 

their families, and we thank Julia for all that she continues to do 

for the church.  

Our thoughts are with the people of St Paul’s Church in 

Wokingham, which was vandalised by fire while the church 

was open for private prayer recently; and we give thanks for 

the swift response of the emergency services in dealing with 

the situation.  The church reopened for worship a few days 

later for the first time in over three months and we pray for all 

the clergy and congregation.  

We give thanks that the vaccine rollout is continuing, but we 

pray for anyone who may be suffering the after-effects, 

particularly of the second vaccination – including John and 

Carole from Hungerford, and Dulcie Sims from Park.  

We give thanks that following a marathon 15 hours a couple of 

weeks ago, Park’s pipe organ has been successfully dismantled 

and transported to its new home in Sicily. We look forward to 

seeing pictures of the organ in due course and rejoice that it 

will be restored and will continue to be used for worship.  

As schools look forward to the Easter holidays, we continue to 

remember all involved in education as they adjust to the return 

of face-to-face learning. We pray particularly for those who 

have found it difficult to settle to new routines, including 

Hannah from Hungerford URC.   
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Our thoughts continue to be with Bob Dewing’s granddaughter 

Millie, who has been receiving specialist care in hospital in 

Bristol.  Amidst uncertainty over Millie’s university place, we pray 

for her and for her family, also for Bob and Andrea at this 

difficult time for them all.   

We pray for those who mourn, remembering the family of Terry 

Smale, husband of Jennifer Curtis. Terry, who was internationally 

renowned for his collection of cacti and succulent plants, died 

recently after a short illness and operation. His wife, Jennifer, 

grew up at Park and is the sister-in-law of Mick Stocks. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with all the Curtis family as they come 

to terms with this sad loss.    

Several members and friends from Hungerford are grieving the 

loss of loved ones and others from the Hungerford community. 

We have been asked to pray for the families of Jack Williams 

and Tony Barry, whose funerals were held earlier in March, also 

for the family of Nadine King. 

We continue to pray for all who are affected by ill-health, 

recovering from, or receiving treatment, including Alan 

Pritchard, who is recovering from a broken ankle, and Judith 

Enang who had an operation on her foot. We send our love to 

them both and we continue to pray for Ruth Clark; Bob and 

Andrea Dewing and their family; Renne and Bert Ewen; and 

Thelma Butler.  

From Hungerford, Fiona asks for prayers for her friend Kathy in 

Canada, following an eye operation.   We have been praying 

for Tom, who recently broke parts of his spine in a car accident, 

and we give thanks that he is doing well following his 

operation. We continue to remember Barbara Barr and give 

thanks for her continued progress; also, Nelish Gohil, Jo, Abi 

and Hannah McMahon, Anne Smith’s friend Jim Bracey, and 

Peter, as well as Joy Little’s family and Carol Hobson as she 

continues her course of radiotherapy. 

Lord, in your mercy ……. Hear our Prayer 

Carrie 
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Decorating the Church for Easter 
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…and the end result – well done team!  
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Easter Greetings from Mike  & Liz Jackson 

  



page 13 

 

Park Church Organ 

Not for nothing did Mozart call the organ ‘in my eyes and ears 

… the king of all instruments.’  A church organ has the power to 

stir and inspire; it can express the whole range of human 

emotion, from heart-rending delicacy to triumphant grandeur; 

and it can put the sounds of a whole orchestra beneath the 

organist’s fingertips. 

Until this year, Park was blessed with such an instrument. The 

organ had been in place almost since the opening of the 

church building in 1923, having been built by Messrs. Bishop 

and Son of London and Ipswich and purchased for £832.10.0. It 

was immediately appreciated 

for its ‘ample variety of tone’, 

suitable for the ‘rendering of 

all legitimate organ music and 

for voluntaries’, also for the 

subsequent improvement in 

congregational singing which 

was noted at the time.   

Since those early days, the 

organ has been played by 

many fine musicians – 

although in all that time it is 

interesting that there have 

been very few official ‘Park 

Church Organists’. Laurie 

Warman, George Pettingell 

and Edith Hewett served an 

enormous number of years 

between them, and what 

service they gave at a time 

when there was a regular 

choir, weekly practices, and two services on a Sunday with 

hymns, a chant, and an anthem at every service! 

For almost a hundred years, as musical tastes and fashions 

changed and developed, the organ continued to provide the 

backbone of Park’s worship music – although inevitably, over 

time, the need for refurbishment became obvious.  
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The organ was rebuilt in the 1970’s and again in 1991. Around 

two years ago it was clear that more work was needed, and 

with repair costs rising dramatically important decisions had to 

be made. We were advised that restoration every 30 years at 

an ever-increasing cost was likely. 

In considering whether this was sustainable we were led to 

consider the alternative option of purchasing a new digital 

organ, which (we were assured) would need no regular repair 

or tuning, would cost about the same as the much-needed 

repair, and would sound even better than the original.   

So it was that we began discussion with Allen Organs Ltd, 

leading to their installation of our new instrument in February 

2020.          

Once the digital organ was in place the pipe organ was 

placed on the register of redundant organs – more in hope 

than expectation, as we were led to believe that selling the 

instrument for scrap was the most likely outcome.  

Several potential buyers came and went, until interest was 

shown by an Italian organ builder Giuseppe Mastrovalerio (you 

can read about him on his own website), who seemed 

genuinely interested and asked for further photographs. It was 

the answer to prayer when he made an offer for the organ on 

behalf of a congregation in the Sicilian city of Caltanisetta.  

Park waved goodbye to its organ on Thursday March 13th, 

when Giuseppe himself came across from Italy and spent 15 

hours dismantling an amazing number of organ pipes of all 

shapes and sizes, plus all the other bits and pieces, and 

somehow squeezed them into a not-particularly-large-looking 

van.  We are left with an empty space in the corner of the 

church, and a hole in the floor where the console stood.  

Discussions will need to take place and decisions will have to 

be made. The overwhelming feeling at this time though is relief 

and thanksgiving that the organ which has brought us so much 

joy over the years is to be given new life and is still to be used 

for the glory of God.    

Simon King 
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Messy Wednesday – Rowan’s Report 

On Wednesday at 5pm the younger members of the church 

community gathered together to celebrate Messy Wednesday.  

Although this was on Zoom it was a resounding success or 

should I say a messy success. Messy Wednesday included a 

range of unique activities like the finger print cross, the hard-

boiled egg activity and chocolate krispy cakes. 

The finger cross was 

made into a card. 

First you cut out a 

cross template and 

then you put it over 

a card and dipped 

your finger in paint 

and then you 

finger print on the 

cross. As you peel it 

away you should 

have a cross! 

The hard-boiled 

egg and Krispy 

cake were very fun 

indeed. For the 

hard-boiled egg you dip it in vinegar and then paint it. When 

you do this the colour hopefully will seep through.  

For the krispy cake you need to melt some chocolate and pour 

some cereal into it and mix until the cereal is thoroughly 

covered. You then top it up with any desirable topping. 

Thank you to the generous people, you worked hard to 

organise this. 

Rowan Alderslade  
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Messy Wednesday Easter Creations 

Bronwen’s 

creations: 
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…Issy’s masterpieces:
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…art from the Alderslades:
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…well 

done 

Stanley!  
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…great work by Isaac and Timothy: 
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Connie’s art looks great!: 
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…here’s Carrie’s:  
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…and even Rev. 

Stephen had a go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

…mmm! yummy! (I think) 
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CCA - Part Time Administrator 

Are you looking for an 

admin role with a 

purpose?   

Do you want to work 

together to help 

others? 

We are seeking 

someone who can 

support our Senior 

Management Team by completing administrative tasks to 

ensure the smooth running of the office and sites.    

For an informal chat about this role, or to request an 

application form (CVs not accepted), please phone Jenny 

Esslemont on 0118 951 2336 or via email to hr@ccam.org.uk.  

Or click here to download an application and job description  

The closing date for applications is 14th April 2021. Interviews 

will be held in the week commencing 18th April 2021.  

Christian Community ACTION! Demonstrating God’s love by 

meeting people practical needs and restoring self-worth. 

www.ccam.org.uk 

  

mailto:hr@ccam.org.uk
https://ccam.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=979c24fa1472b73b2322d67ed&id=44caca51d5&e=ebb88adc4d
http://www.ccam.org.uk/
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Alan’s Elders’ Prayers 

A selection of some of Alan’s much appreciated, 

daily,‘WhatsApp’ prayers… 
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Church Contacts 

Minister ...................................... Rev. Stephen Ansa-Addo 

  phone:  07835 810424 

  e-mail:  minister@parkurc.org.uk 
minister@parkandhungerfordurcs.org.uk 

Church Secretary .................... Roger Clark   

  phone:  0118 935 2324 

  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King  

Treasurer: ..................................  Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Treasurer ...................  Rod King  

F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster   

Centre Manager:  ....................  Becky Joyce 

  phone:  0845 463 6426 

  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ....................... Rod King 

  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

  

http://www.parkurc.org.uk/
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